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e NT Pastoral Feed Outlook

Government

March 2014

The purpose of this quarterly outlook is to summarise information relevant to the pastoral industry
such as current feed supplies, seasonal conditions, the development of drought conditions in
central Australia and fire risk.

You can see the entire document and all districts by continuing to scroll through this file. If you are
interested in selected sections, you can click on the links below.

Summary of current situation & trends - all districts — March 2014

Northern Territory Seasonal Outlook — as at March 2014
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verhern Summary of current situation & trends - all districts — March 2014

Territory
Government

KEY Green = low risk Orange = watch ‘Red =highrisk

KEY 1 = increasing trend | = decreasing trend <> = steady

Northern Territory Pastoral Districts

Sturt Tennant Northern Southern
Indicator Darwin Katherine VRD Roper Gulf Barkly Alice Plenty Alice Comments
Plateau Creek . .
Springs Springs
Arrows indicate trend
2013/14 total
—> <—> compared to the long-term
pasture growth T T T T T T medlioan. o

Arrows indicate trend since
previous quarter.

Current estimated
standing biomass

Arrows indicate the trend
since previous quarter and
taking into account the
forecasted model predictions.

Arrows indicate the trend
l l ,l, l, since previous quarter.

Current seasonal
outlook

Current fire risk

— | > | > | -
— | > | >
— | > | >
— | > | >

For further information about this Outlook, please contact Dionne Walsh on 8999 2178 or Chris Materne on 8951 8135
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Sourced from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology

Northern Territory Seasonal Outlook — as at March 2014

B80% B80%
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/rain_ahead.shtml - -
The national outlook for March 2014 to May 2014 indicates that: o o

e Drier than normal season is more likely for southeastern NT. =% &N e
e Wetter than normal is more likely for the Katherine, Victoria River, Roper - .
and Gulf districts. . \\ s
e Cooler than normal days and nights more likely over the northern half of = o ="
3% I 30%
the NT. \ o -
. ) . . . Chance of exceeding the median Rainfall \:QL“'/ 20% Chance of exceeding the median Max Temp » 20%
Climate influences include neutral tropical Pacific, and local sea surface eracc 1 ey vt e erire @‘ prsctes o e en et carere " v
temperature patterns A il 3314, ustratan Surens of Mabearangy MR RN I N raie 2004, st Burmau o tatnarming QR
Seasonal Indicators Comments (sourced from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology)
El Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO) ENSO remains neutral, warming expected FOANA mankily;mesn IS4 = Srechet bt RO A
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/ The El Nifio-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) remains neutral. However, warming of the pow
Current outlook: - o0y M°Vi"9;c:;maymmi tropical Pacific Ocean is Iikely.in the qqming months, with international qlimate model§ G = &
ol | surveyed by the Bureau showing Pacific Ocean temperatures approaching or exceeding = .. =
Neutral ol | . ; El Nifio thresholds in the austral winter. Model outlooks that span autumn tend to have § o e A —
of Y M Mm , “ lower skill than outlooks made at other times of the year, and hence should be used E -os
oIy b '»“\‘,J o “‘v“‘,;“ \ cautiously. Recent observations add weight to the model outlooks. The tropical Pacific o E
ol L | [ \‘ A ALY 11 | Ocean subsurface has warmed substantially in recent weeks, which is likely to result in 20 :
VI \ | LER'Y| . . .
s \| ‘\' ((\‘.‘ Ll ‘ y V]| awarming of the ocean surface in the coming months. WO DEC_n s n Am W N B A sP T oV OkC
L \‘ “‘” ‘V . . . 2 “
M“M i The Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) has continued to drop over the past two weeks as R e a0
CE E & & B B & & | Was expected.
Indlan Ocean DIpOle (IOD) IOD remalns neutral POAMA monthly mean IOD - Forecast Start: 2 MAR 2014
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/ The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) typically has little influence on the Australian climate ~ ° &
Current outlook: from December to April. Current model outlooks suggest neutral IOD conditions for late - 8

Neutral

autumn into early winter. The risk of a positive |IOD event occurring is elevated during El
Nifio events.

10D Index (°C)

Negative 10D

Copynight 2014 Aust

NOV DEC
2013

AN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN ML AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
2014

stralian Buresu of Meteoroiogy

Base period 19612010

Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO)
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/tropnote/tropnote.shtml

Current outlook: Drier

The MJO is an eastward moving "pulse” of cloud and rainfall
near the equator that typically recurs every 30 to 60 days. It
influences the timing, development and strength of the major

global monsoon patterns, including northern Australia.

MJO progresses across the Pacific. (Issued on Tuesday 4 March 2014)

The Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) remains over the western Pacific Ocean and is moving into the western hemisphere. When the
MJO is over the western hemisphere at this time of year it usually increases the risk of tropical cyclone formation in the South Pacific,
and suppresses tropical convection activity across the tropical Indian Ocean, the Maritime Continent and northern Australia.
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Risks:
- None to report

2013/14 Wet Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Below Average Average Above Average
Pasture Growth* 17% 53% 30%
(% of district) <1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <2,000kg/ha >2,000kg/ha
0% 57% 43%

Area Burnt

o foi
(% of district) 27% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average
Total i;aa:tde':g Dry 51% 35% 14%
(% of district) <1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
0% 88% 12%
Fire Risk High Moderate Low
(% of district) 0% 32% 66%

* In the Top End, pasture growth tends to be similar year to year regardless of rainfall. This is because pasture growth in the Top End is typically not water-limited and
keeps growing until available soil nitrogen is exhausted. For this reason, any interpretation of growth being above or below the median should be treated cautiously
because the actual difference between years is relatively small.

Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 -May 2014)
Legend
e \edian e——?2012/13 e—2013/14 Growth Probability
2500 - (t;x!;gglé Jefy low
2000 ﬂ Well below average
(10-20%)
1500 / Zﬂa{;‘f};{;%erage
1000 / l—lﬂwerage
500 / (3070%
0 T T T T T T T T T T T 1 (?G-BG%J g
S 98 0 29 c Qx5 ¢ Well above average
ng$028-§fﬁ§%§3 (80-90%)
Extremely high
(90-100%)
Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth Current Estimated
(July 2013 - February 2014) Total Standing Dry Matter
Legend
(kg/Ha)

B -0
[ 100-200
[ ] 200-500
[ ] 500-1000
[ 1000 - 2000
I 2000 - 3000
I 3000 - 4000
B > <000
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Risks:

Katherine District

- None to report

2013/14 Wet Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Below Average Average Above Average
Pasture Growth 5% 58% 37%
(% of district) <1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <2,000kg/ha >2,000kg/ha
4% 49% 47%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

15% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average
Total f\;aa’t‘f'e':g Dry 31% 40% 29%
(% of district) <1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
0 0% 83% 17%
Fire Risk High Moderate Low
(% of district) 0% 82% 18%
Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 -May 2014)
: Legend I Rine
e \ledian e—2012/13 e=—2013/14 9 X /Creek
Growth Probability A\
2500 - Extremely low P
(0-10%) .
2000 Well below average 4 P Sthering
1500 (10-20%)
Below average
1000 :(20-30%) s f — |
A I ' “—Mataranka ]
500 | (3Ufir?eog ‘;3} 7| =
0 e ‘ Above average 4
— (70-80%) 4
S o882 Q9 cags >c
) 3: g (@) 2 8 .c—,5 I:IL) S < g E, (Ifggi‘fg%g‘%ve average j I}ai—‘"imah
Extremely high P%r
(gxof?gqo% N ( I -
Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth Current Estimated
(July 2013 - February 2014) Total Standing Dry Matter
RSN re? Legend g
X /Creek /
X (kg/Ha) e
B - o0
I 100-200
Katherine I:l 200 - 500 = Katherine
; - [ ] s00-1000 -
u -\ -Matarankd [ 1000 - 2000 L g - Mataranka
—'% b I 2000 - 3000 #
/ \ I 3000 - 4000 (
48 %ﬁ—' n\'»
i \ / Larrimah - > 4000 4 i Larrimah
\ N [ N
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Risks:

Victoria River District

- None to report

2013/14 Wet Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Pasture Growth
(% of district)

Below Average Average Above Average
1% 23% 77%
<1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <2,000kg/ha >2,000kg/ha
18% 47% 35%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

9% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average
Total i;aa:f'e':g Dry 24% 38% 37%
(% of district) <1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
0 1% 64% 35%
Fire Risk High Moderate Low
(% of district) 0% 67% 33%
Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 —May 2014)
] Legend (8
e \ledian e—?012/13 e—22013/14 Growth Probability
Extremely |
2500 -c
2000 Well below average
— (10-20%)
1500 /’/ : Below average
(20-30%)
1000 Average
500 (30-70%)
Abo
0 T T T T T T T T T T 1 (?o'gggaéjemge k\ [
S 289028 < S o > C Well above average % |
"Z28024888=<2A3 B eo-50%) Croaier
Extremely high b
-(90-100%J i1
Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth Current Estimated
(July 2013 - February 2014) Total Standmg Dry Matter
I ! Y i
Legend
(kg/Ha)
B <100
[ 100 - 200
[ 200-500
[ ] s00-1000
[ 1000 - 2000
[ 2000 - 3000
I 000 - 4000
B - <000
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Risks:

Sturt Plateau District

- None to report

2013/14 Wet Season(as at 1 March 2014)

Pasture Growth
(% of district)

Below Average Average Above Average
5% 28% 68%
<1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <2,000kg/ha >2,000kg/ha
11% 61% 28%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

6% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average
Total f\;i:fg:g Dry 8% 50% 42%
(% of district) <1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
0 4% 81% 15%
Fire Risk High Moderate Low
(% of district) 4% 88% 8%
Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha)
(Running Total) (March 2014 -May 2014,
. Legend = =]
e \edian e==—?012/13 e=——2013/14 Growth Probability
Extremely low
2500 (0-10%)
2000 Well below average
00 / / B2 70.20%)
Below average
1000 // (20-30%)
// Average
500 (30-70%)
Abo
ol EEsr
S2802 8 <=2 S & 2 & Well above average
”2{};0282&2<§3 B 5000
Extremely high
(90-100%)
Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth
(July 2013 - February 2014)
T B L] Legens
(kg/Ha)
B -0
[ 100- 200
— [ 200-500
500 - 1000
[ 1000 - 2000
. I 2000 - 3000
I =000 - 4000
-“ B : <000

Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth

Newcastle
\ Waters

Current Estimated

Dry Matter

Total Standing

Newcastle
\ Waters

ERI
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Roper District

Risks:
- None to report

2013/14 Wet Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Below Average Average Above Average
Pasture Growth 2% 60% 38%
(% of district) <1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <2,000kg/ha >2,000kg/ha
16% 57% 27%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

8% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average
Total f\;i:fg:g Dry 13% 59% 28%
(% of district) <1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
0 0% 72% 28%
Fire Risk High Moderate Low
(% of district) 22% 75% 3%
Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 -May 2014)
. Legend ]
emmm\edian e—?012/]13 e—2013/14 Growth Probability
Extremely low
2500 (0-10%)
2000 Well bel
00 /; oz
15 Bel .
1000 / / (2%?%;jerage Mataranka
// Average =
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ol Z mmey [P e
S 2890282 g s >¢ Well above average
“E%O%SQ&E%EE, B o0 /( ‘%@
Extremely high L] ? Daly
(90-100%) = _ﬂ\_elaters
Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth Current Estimated
(July 2013 - February 2014) Total Standing Dry Matter
: Legend
(kg/Ha)
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N \Larrimah I 3000 - 2000 = \Larrimah
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Risks:

Gulf District

- None to report

2013/14 Wet Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Pasture Growth

(% of district)

Below Average Average Above Average
1% 24% 75%
<1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <2,000kg/ha >2,000kg/ha
13% 47% 39%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

6% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average
Total f\;aa’t‘f'e':g Dry 9% 45% 46%
(% of district) <1,000kg/ha >1,000 & <3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
0 2% 63% 35%
Fire Risk High Moderate Low
(% of district) 19% 78% 3%
Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 —-May 2014)
) Legend o=y ;‘:@i@ P~y \
——Median ==2012113 ==2013/14 “
2500 oo - -
i Well bel
2000 / : (1 O_Qﬂeﬁ;jw average
1500 / /‘ : Below average
1000 (20-30%) Oy
// Average Waters
500 (30-70%) " Elliott
Above average
0 — 1/ — Erosw \
S2802 8 <=2 S & 2 & Well above average 2
~280288¢8=<23 B s000% \
Extremely high
(90-100%) N
Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth Current Estimated
(July 2013 - February 2014) Total Standing Dry Matter
"\ Legend 3 nka>"{ ‘~—;~ \
= - ) (kg/Ha) . o R
! B - 100
[ 100 - 200
[ 200-500
[ ] s00-1000 ) 18
[ 1000 - 2000 {hewcastie 1
[ 2000 - 3000 - Eniiott
I 000 - 4000 \
B : <000 L
\ I \
\
N s )
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Risks:

Barkly District

- None to report

2013/14 Wet Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Pasture Growth
(% of district)

Below Average Average Above Average
5% 65% 30%
<500kg/ha >500 & <1,000kg/ha >1,000kg/ha
49% 42% 9%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

1% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average
Total i;aa't‘f'e':g Dry 10% 67% 23%
(% of district) <500kg/ha >500 & <1,000kg/ha >1,000kg/ha
0 22% 38% 41%
Fire Risk High Moderate Low
(% of district) 45% 51% 4%
Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 —May 2014)
] Legend )
e \edian e==——2012/13 e——2013/14 Growth Probability
Extremely low
1208 (0-10%)
125 Well below average
1000 2 70-20%
Bel
750 e
500 Average
250 (30-70%)
0 y y y # T T T T T 1 :??%Ogg;évemge
S2802 8 <=2 S & 2 & Well above average
~280288¢8=<23 B z0.00%)
Extremely high
(90-100%)
Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth Current Estimated
(July 2013 - February 2014) Total Standing Dry Matter
\A—J—J—I rDaly Legend ! élTJ—J»—I rDaIy
Newf:ls:": )IWaters (ka/Ha) ﬁ ew,f:ls::: )IWaters . .
B - 100
[ 100 - 200
[ 200-500
[ ] s00-1000
[ 1000 - 2000
I 2000 - 3000
I 000 - 4000
B - <000
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Risks:

- None to report

Tennant Creek District

2013/14 Wet Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Pasture Growth
(% of district)

Below Average Average Above Average
10% 76% 14%
<250kg/ha >250 & <500kg/ha >500kg/ha
65% 24% 10%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

<1% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average

Total f\;aa’t‘f'e':g Dry 23% 67% 10%
(% of district) <500kg/ha >500 & <1,000kg/ha >1,000kg/ha

0 20% 34% 46%

Fire Risk High Moderate Low

(% of district) 84% 15% 1%

Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 -May 2014)
Legend

e \edian e——?012/13 e—2013/14 Growth Probability

Extremely low
(0-10%)

Well below average
B2 10.20%)

Below average
3 eos0%)

Average

(30-70%)

Above average
2 os0%)

Well above average
- (80-90%)

Extremely high
(90-100%)

1000

750

500

250

0 ‘

Jul

Mar

o
=]
<

Oct
Nov
Dec
Jan
Feb
Apr
May
Jun

Sept

Current Estimated

Total Standing Dry Matter
Legend %
(kg/Ha) )
A 100
[ 100 - 200 : n sl N
[ ] 200-500 ! ! ﬁ«ﬁ %l
[ ] 500-1000 . I
[ 1000 - 2000 ; !q_
[ 2000 - 3000 T -
I 000 - 4000 {

1)/
B - 2000 y’“‘ . ’ p /]

Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth
(July 2013 - February 2014)

‘\% |

|
| I
{

2 |
Tennanty ™ © | 4/
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Northern Alice Springs District

- As at 1 March, 89% of the district had high fire risk

2013/14 Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Pasture Growth
(% of district)

Below Average Average Above Average
3% 75% 22%
<250kg/ha >250 & <500kg/ha >500kg/ha
32% 38% 30%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

<1% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average

Total i;aa't‘f'e':g Dry 8% 82% 10%
(% of district) <250kg/ha >250 & <1,000kg/ha >1,000kg/ha

0 2% 45% 54%

Fire Risk High Moderate Low

(% of district) 89% 11% 0%

Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 -May 2014)
Legend A

e \edian e=——2012/13 e=—2013/14

1000
750
500
250
0 7— — [
355838888283

Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth

(July 2013 - February 2014)

Growth Probability

Extremely low
(0-10%)

Well below average
B2 10.20%)

Below average

(20-30%)

Average
(30-70%)

Above average
2 os0%)

Well above average
- (80-90%)

Extremely high
(90-100%)

Legend
(kg/Ha)

B - 100
[ 100 - 200
[ 200-500
[ ] 500-1000
[ 1000 - 2000
I 2000 - 3000
I 000 - 4000
B <000

Current Estimated
Total Standing Dry Matter
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Plenty District

Risks:

- The district is experiencing a poor season. As at 1 March, 60% of the
district has had below average pasture growth and 29% of the district

has below average total standing dry matter

2013/14 Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Below Average Average Above Average
Pasture Growth 60% 40% 0%
(% of district) <250kg/ha >250 & <500kg/ha >500kg/ha
99% 1% 0%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

0% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average

Total i;aa't‘f'e':g Dry 29% 61% 10%
(% of district) <250kg/ha >250 & <1,000kg/ha >1,000kg/ha

0 15% 65% 20%

Fire Risk High Moderate Low

(% of district) 55% 43% 1%

Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 -May 2014)
Legend T

e \edian e=——2012/13 e=—2013/14

Growth Probability
Extremely low

1000
750

(0-10%)

Below average

500

(20-30%)

Average
(30-70%)

250

Jul

Mar

o
=]
<

Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec
Jan
Feb

Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth
(July 2013 - February 2014)

07%

Apr
May
Jun

Above average
) vos0%)
(80-90%)

Extremely high
(90-100%)

Legend
(kg/Ha)

B <100
[ 100 - 200
[ 200-500
[ ] s00-1000
[ 1000 - 2000
I 2000 - 3000
I 3000 - 4000
B - <000

Well below average
B 70.20%)

Well above average

Current Estimated
Total Standing Dry Matter
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Risks:

Southern Alice Springs District

- The district is experiencing a poor season. As at 1 March, 61% of the
district has had below average pasture growth.

2013/14 Season (as at 1 March 2014)

Pasture Growth
(% of district)

Below Average Average Above Average
61% 39% >1%
<250kg/ha >250 & <500kg/ha >500kg/ha
89% 10% 2%

Area Burnt
(% of district)

<1% (since 1 July)

Currently
. Below Average Average Above Average
Total i;aa:f'e':g Dry 18% 64% 19%
(% of district) <250kg/ha >250 & <1,000kg/ha >1,000kg/ha
6% 63% 31%
Fire Risk High Moderate Low
(% of district) 74% 26% 0%
Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Chance of exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(Running Total) (March 2014 -May 2014)
Legend == , \ [
e \ledian e—?2012/13 e—2013/14

Growth Probability
Extremely low

1000 (0-10%)
Well below average
750 B2 10.20%)
Below average
500 o309
Average
250 (30-70%)
Above average
0 n T T T T T T ] :(?@-BU%J
S2802 8 <=2 S & 2 & Well above average
~280288¢8=<23 B s0.00%)

Extremely high
(90-100%)

Current Estimated
Total Standing Dry Matter
LY 1”4

3

Total 2013/14 Pasture Growth
(July 2013 - February 2014)

Legend
(kg/Ha)

B - =
[ 100 - 200
[] 200-500 ™~ 7R e
[ 1 500-1000 Eitiai—
[ 1000 - 2000 g
I 2000 - 3000
I 000 - 4000
B <000

T, | = T
1 ‘iKu[gerla
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Pasture Information

The pasture and fire risk information in this document is derived from AussieGRASS.
AussieGRASS is a model that simulates pasture growth and standing biomass using climate
data, vegetation mapping, fire history and regional estimates of grazing pressure. The model can
be used to track simulated pasture growth and total standing pasture biomass at the landscape
scale.

Note that the model does not use stocking rate data for individual properties. Where stock
numbers are significantly higher or lower than typical for a district, model estimates of total
standing dry matter may be erroneous.

Disclaimer

While all care has been taken to ensure that information contained in this document is true and
correct at the time of production, changes in circumstances after the time of distribution may
impact on the accuracy of its information. The Northern Territory of Australia gives no warranty or
assurance, and makes no representation as to the accuracy of any information or advice
contained herein, or that it is suitable for your intended use.

You should not rely upon information in this document for the purpose of making any business or
investment decisions without obtaining independent and/or professional advice in relation to your
particular situation.

The Northern Territory of Australia disclaims any liability or responsibility or duty of care towards
any person for loss of damage caused by any use of or reliance on this information.

DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES



	NT Pastoral Feed Outlook
	Sourced from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology

