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The purpose of this quarterly outlook is to summarise information relevant to the pastoral industry such as
current feed supplies, seasonal conditions, the development of drought conditions andrelative fire risk.
You can subscribe to receive the Outlook here.

You can see the entire document and all districts by continuing to scroll through this file. If you are
interested in selected sections, you can click on the links below.
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As at 1 April 2020, most districts have experienced below-average to extremely low pasture growth for the 2019/20 growing season Further pasture growth may eventuate
in the Alice Springs districts from southerly frontal systems, but grassgrowth is likely to be constrained by cooler temperatures coming into winter .

Several northern districts have experienced their second consecutive below-average season including large parts of the Victoria River, Sturt Plateau, Roper, Gulf and Tennant
Creek districts. On current trajectories, it appearsthat the Northern Alice Springs,Plenty and Southern Alice Springs districts will also experience their second onsecutive
below-average season.

Large parts of the NT have very low levels (200-500 kg/ha) of standing pasture biomass. These include areas in the Victoria River District, Gulfand Plenty districts. Critically
low pasture levels (less than 200 kg/ha) arewidespread in the Barkly, Tennant Creek and Northern Alice Springs districts. Large areasof the Southern Alice Springs district
have less than 100 kg/ha of standing pasture biomass

KEY | =increasing trend | = decreasing trend O =steady
Northern Territory Pastoral Districts
. . . Sturt Tennant North emn Sothern
Indicator Darwin Katherine VRD Plateau Roper Gulf Barkly Creek Alice Plenty Alice Comments
Springs Springs
Arrows indicate trend
2019/2020 total ’I‘ ’I" ’I‘ 6 ’I‘ 6 compared to the long-
pasture growth term median (for this
time of year).
Current estimated ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Arrows indicate trend
standing biomass I I I I since previous quarter.
- - - - ~ ~ - - Arrows indicate the
Current fire risk | | | | | | 9] 9] 9] | | trend since previous
guarter.
Arrows indicate the
Current Seasonal ~ AN AN AN AN AN AN AN AN AN ~ trend Since pre\,/iou_s
outlook (0] | | | | | | 9) quarter and taking into
account the forecasted
model predictions.

For further information about this Outlook, plea se contact Chris Materne on 08 8951 8135 or Dionne Walsh on 08 8999 2178
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Sourced from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology (BOM)
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The outlook for April to June 2020 indicates that:

1 Wetter than average conditions are predicted across the majority of the NT with the exception of Ar nhem land, especially in April
T Warmer than averagenights are likely for the entire NT
1 Warmer than average days are likely north of Alice Springs
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Australian Government
Bureau of Meteorology

Australian Government
80 Bureau of Meteorology

g 8

& &8 &

[ \
w «
o i=]
Chance of exceeding median max. temp. (%)

Chance of exceeding median rainfall (%)

Chance of exceeding the median rainfall for
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Model: ACCESS-S1 Model run: 30/03/2020 Model: ACCESS-S1 Model run: 30/03/2020

Base period: 1990-2012 Issued: 02/04/2020 Base period: 1990-2012 Issued: 02/04/2020
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The EI NifiloBSouthern Oscillation (ENSO) and the Indian OcearDipole (I0OD) are currently neutral and are forecast to remain neutral into winter, but the

tropical ocean to the west of Australia is forecast to remain warmer-than-average and is likely to be the major influence on our climate over the coming
season.

The Bureau of Meteorology predicts that wetter -than-average conditions are expected across much of Vthe NT between April and July, but in reality little rain
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Seasonal Indicator Comments (sourced from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology)
El Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO) The EI Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO)remains neutral
Bureau Of MeteOI’0|0qv ENSO WraD-UD The trOplca| PaCIfIC I’emalnS I’leutra| Wlth oo 30 Day Movmg SOl Monthly sea surface temperature anomalies for NINO3.4 region
respect to the ENSO. Atmospheric and ° " LR Te 1 ‘
_ oceanic indicators of ENSO including the i il o $
Current outlook: o hl 1!
Southern Oscillation Index (SOI), trade SRIvIR | =
) : : ' \, , P e o7
Neutral winds, cloudiness near theDate Line, and o . m Aoy e ‘\‘awﬁ\ HA \
IR RN \ ‘ | ¥ 5 s
ENSO status INACTIVE sea surface and subsurface temperatures sy ‘w' ‘.»,Vn\;’ \ wb’\ M i I P S
. . Le . Y HoW 3
in the tropical Pacific Ocean all continue to . Py W il
o INACTIVE ‘ } . f VIR RV g
< persist at levels consistent with neutral \ | Vh 2o iE
ENSO. B L
-20
SIX of the elght Cllmate models Surveyed 2018 2‘“0‘1’5 zms zu?s zmg 2’5‘19 zmg 2%?9 2an0 zngu [ WIQE neemple member. | ~o forecastmenn | ~e= Pastanaysis o Monfhodate

by the Bureau indicate that ENSO is likely to stay neutral through the southern hemisphere winter. The remammg two models
suggest La Nifia may develop during winter.

INACTIVE ENSO predictions made during autumn tend to have lower accuracy than predictions made at other times of the year. This
means that current ENSO forecasts beyond May should be used with some caution.

To see larger versions of these images, gdo the SOI and Outlooks tabs at Bureau of Meteorology ENSO Wrap-Up

Indlan ocean D|p0|e (IOD) Neutl‘a| IOD . IOD Inﬂj“xTlml‘ss:r:ssk‘yvam:_ma7 M?nthly sea surfacetempera‘ture a‘nomaliesfarIOD region
Bureau of Meteorology ENSO Wrap-Up The 10D is neutral. Of the six international 2 ;‘”\ :
climate models surveyed, most indicate s ‘\ e \
neutral 10D for the coming months. One IONRY It [ (R W . S s
Current outlook: model briefly reaches positive levels atthe £ o/ | — S T B e -
Neutral end of autumn, while several tend towards 8 - “"w\ W“ i/ \V“;“ W Ay g
negative levels during the southern o S o
hemisphere winter. However, similar to . W o o :
ENSO, accuracy of IOD forecasts beyond vl | S m s mn s e s e
autumn is low.

10D events typically have little influence on Australian climate from December to April, meaning the strong dry signal should
start to weaken.
To see larger versions of these images, go tdOD Time Seriesand the Indian Ocean tab atBureau of Meteorology ENSO

Wrap-Up
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I The 2019/20 pasture growth for the district is
well below-average compared to long-term
records.

1 A late start (about 14-28 days late) and patchy
rain hasresulted in wide variation in pasture
growth depending on location.

f In a typical wet season, pasture growth in the 1900 kg/ha

Darwin region tends to be limited by available
soil nitrogen rather than soil moisture. This

NT Pastoral Feed Outlook B April 2020

2019/20 Pasture Growth

means that the annual variation in growth on ‘

upland country is quite low. Whilst growth is
well below-average this year, the actual growth
on the upland country may only be about 5%
below the long-term median amount.

1 31% of the district has burnt since 1 July 2019.

y — |

Well Below Average

As at 1 April 2020

As at 1 April 2020

(% of district) <1,000kg/ha 1,000 - 2,000kg/ha 2,000 - 3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
2019/20 0 o o o
Pasture Growth 0% 60% 36% 4%
Total Standing Dry 0% 50% 42% 8%
Matter

Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha)

(Running Total) Total Standing Dry Matter

Current Estimated

MEDIAN —1017/2018 (kg/ha)
e=—0018/2019  =m==2019/2020

<100
100 - 200
200 - 500
500 - 1,000
1,000 - 2,000
2,000 - 3,000
3,000 - 4,000
> 4,000

BRRE00O0EN

Growth Relative to Long Term Chance of Exceeding Median Pasture Growth
(April i July 2020)

(September 2019 B March 2020)

Extremely low (0-10%)

Well below average (10-20%)
Below average (20-30%)
Average (30-70%)

Above average (70-80%)
Well above average (80-90%)
Extremely high (90-100%)
No Data
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9 The 2019/20 pasture growth for the district as
a whole was patchy and extremely low (a1 in
40 year event).

9 Having said that, the district pasture growth is
only 29% lower than the long-term median
which highlights that pasture growth tends to
be limited by available soil nitrogen rather than
soil moisture in this region.

I The start to the wet season was late across the
entire district but varied considerably from 7-14
days late (in the west) to 28-42 days late (in the
south). The shorter growing seasonhas
contributed to the low pasture growth.

2019/20 Pasture Growth

e kg/ha‘_ A

As at 1 April 2020

1 14% of the district has burnt since 1 July 2019.

As at 1 April 2020

(% of district) <1,000kg/ha 1,000 - 2,000kg/ha 2,000 - 3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
2019/20 0 0 0 0
Pasture Growth 1% 4% 15% 0%
Total Standing Dry 1% 66% 30% 3%
Matter
Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Current Estimated
(Running Total) Total Standing Dry Matter
MEDIAN e 2017/2018 (kg/ha)
em—2018/2019 e 2019/2020
B <100
= 100 - 200
I 200- 500
1 500- 1,000
B 1,000 - 2,000 Mataranka
Bl 2,000- 3,600
Bl 3,000 - 4,000
4 0 O > 0 zZz o0 x>z > 4,000
2283883 <gyzg3 g B

Growth Relative to Long Term
(September 2019 B March 2020)

Chance of Exceeding Median Pasture Growth

(April i July 2020)

Mataranka

HN B RERRER N

Extremely low (0-10%)

Well below average (10-20%)
Below average (20-30%)
Average (30-70%)

Above average (70-80%)
Well above average (80-90%)
Extremely high (90-100%)
No Data
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The 2019/20 pasture gr owth for the district is
patchy and well below-average(a 1 in 10to 1 in
5 year event). The district pasture growth is
56% lower than the long-term median.

The start to th e wet season varied considerably
ranging from 1-7 days late (in the NW)to as
much as 42-70 days late (in the SE. The shorter
growing seasonhas contributed to low pasture
growth in some areas

Last season thepasture growth for the district
was also extremely low (in the lowest 6% of
years on record).

Areas in the southern half of the district are

>

&

818 kg/ha
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2019/20 Pasture Growth

y — |

Well Below Average

SN

showing low levels of pasture biomass (<500

kg/ha).

9% of the district has burnt since 1 July 2019.

As at 1 April 2020

As at 1 April 2020

(% of district) <1,000kg/ha 1,000 - 2,000kg/ha 2,000 - 3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
2019/20 0 o o o
Pasture Growth 58% 33% 9% <1%
Total Standing Dry 31% 41% 18% 10%
Matter
Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha) Current Estimated
(Running Total) Total Standing Dry Matter
MEDIAN —7017/2018 (kg/ha)
—)018/2019 === 2019/2020
B <100
2500 - = 100 - 200
2000 A 1 200- 500
1500 - 1 500 - 1,000
1000 B 1,000 - 2,000
500 - B 2,000 - 3,000
0 - Bl 3,000 - 4,000
3 92 & 2P Z8zg x =2 Bl > 4,000
2288382 EFEs5

Growth Relative to L ong Term
(September 2019 B March 2020)

Chance of Exceeding Median Pasture Growth

(April i July 2020)
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Extremely low (0-10%)

Well below average (10-20%)
Below average (20-30%)
Average (30-70%)

Above average (70-80%)
Well above average (80-90%)
Extremely high (90-100%)
No Data
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9 The 2019/20 pasture growth for the district is
extremely low (a1 in 10 year event). The
district pasture growth is 52% lower than the
long-term median.

I The start to the wet season was late across the
entire district but varied between 28-42 days
late (in the west) to as much as 4270 days late
(in the east). The shorter growing seasonhas

contributed to the low pasture growth. 976 kg/ha

I The 2018/19 wet season pasture growth was
also extremely low (lowest 3% of years on
record).

9 Areas in the southern half of the district are
showing low levels of pasture biomass (<%0
kg/ha), and one area in the far south is showing
critically low levels (<200 kg/ha).

NT Pastoral Feed Outlook B April 2020
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2019/20 Pasture Growth

. Zd
. Exremelylow

As at 1 April 2020

As at 1 April 2020

(% of district) <1,000kg/ha 1,000 - 2,000kg/ha 2,000 - 3,000kg/ha >3,000kg/ha
2019/20 o o o o
Pasture Growth 52% 46% 2% 0%
Total Standing Dry 3206 59% 8% 1%
Matter

Median Pasture Growth (kg/ha)
(Running Total)

Current Estimated

Total Standing Dry Matter

MEDIAN —?(017/2018
——?018/2019  e=—2019/2020

Growth Relative to Long Term
(September 2019 B March 2020)

Chance of Exceeding Median Pasture Growth

(April i July 2020)
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