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INTRODUCTION 
Mycosphaerella scaevolae is an exotic 
(introduced) fungal pathogen that causes leaf 
spot disease in Scaevola species. It was 
discovered in Darwin in 2006 on coastal 
plantings of the shrub Scaevola taccada. This 
is the first time the disease has been found in 
Australia. It is also found in Hawaii where it 
infects, apart from S. taccada, other species 
including S. chamissoniana, S. glabra and S. 
mollis. 

HOST PLANTS 
Scaevola taccada is a native plant of the Top End, Western Australia, Queensland and other tropical 
locations of the world. It is a small tree or shrub growing to 2-3 m tall and occurs in coastal areas on sand 
dunes and on the edges of mangrove forests. Other species of Scaevola do occur in Australia, particularly in 
Western Australia, where they are found throughout.  

DISEASE 
M. scaevolae infects the host through 
natural openings in the leaves 
(stomata). Spores of the fungus are 
then produced on the lower surface of 
leaves and can be spread by wind, 
water droplets or by movement of 
infected material (i.e., cuttings). 
Infection results in large yellow 
(chlorotic) spots on leaves, which 
develop a brown (necrotic) centre with 
age.  



 

© Northern Territory Government  Page 2 of 2 

MANAGEMENT 
Even though M scaevolae is exotic to Australia, it is of minor concern and eradication has not been 
considered. It does not appear to cause significant harm to established plants growing naturally or planted 
for amenity purposes. There is potential for disease to be a significant problem of plants growing in a nursery 
situation, but the economic significance is unknown. Control could be achieved by removal and disposal of 
badly affected leaves and treatment of the remaining foliage with appropriate curative and protective 
fungicides. 

Please contact Plant Pathology on 89 992 162 for further advice. 
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